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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service 
7  CFR  Part  68 

Proposed  Revision  to  the  United 
States  Standards  for  Beans 

agency:  Federal  Grain  Inspection 
Service 

ACTION:  Proposed  rule. 

summary:  The  Federal  Grain  Inspection 
Service  (FGIS)  proposes  to  revise  the 
format  of  the  grade  tables  in  the  U.S. 
Standards  for  Beans  (7  CFR  §  68.101  et 
seq.)  issued  under  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Act  of  1946,  as  amended  (7 
U.S.C.  1621-1627),  to  include  the  grade 
factor  limitations  presently  shown  in 
footnotes,  and  the  special  grades  and 
special  grade  requirements  currently 
shown  in  §  68.138.  The  number  of  grade 
tables  would  increase  from  four  to  eight 
allowing  the  grade  tolerances  for  the 
classes  of  beans  to  be  presented  in  a 
concise  and  clear  format.  Section  68.138 
would  also  be  revised  to  include  “U.S. 
Choice  Handpicked"  and  “U.S.  Prime 
Handpicked”  in  the  class  Pea  beans, 
and  “U.S.  Extra  No.  1”  in  the  class  Large 
Lima,  Baby  Lima,  and  Miscellaneous 
Lima  beans  as  special  grade 
designations.  The  grade  designation 
currently  shown  in  §  68.137  would  be 
revised  to  clarify  the  grade  U.S.' 
Substandard.  Inasmuch  as  the  factor 
information  appears  elsewhere  on  the 
certificate,  FGIS  is  also  proposing  that 
the  requirement  to  show  the  percentages 
of  splits,  damaged  beans,  contrasting 
classes,  and  foreign  material  on  the 
grade  line  be  deleted  when  the  grade 
U.S.  Substandard  is  applied.  These 
proposed  format  revisions  to  the  grade 
tables  in  the  United  States  Standards  for 
Beans  are  made  in  the  interest  of  clarity 
and  to  promote  a  better  understanding 
of  the  standards,  and  do  not  change  any 
of  the  present  grading  factors  or  grading 
tolerances. 

DATE:  Written  comments  must  be 
submitted  on  or  before  December  29, 
1980. 

ADDRESS:  Comments  should  be 
submitted  in  writing  in  duplicate  to  the 
Director,  Issuance  and  Coordination 
Staff,  Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service, 
USDA,  Room  1127,  Auditors  Building, 
1400  Independence  Ave.,  S.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20250.  All  comments 

'  Authority  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  contained  in  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946  as  amended  (7 
U.S.C.  1621-1627)  concerning  inspection  and 
standardization  activities  related  to  grain  and 
similar  commodities  and  products  thereof,  has  been 
delegated  to  the  Administrator,  Federal  Crain 
Inspection  Service  (7  U.S.C.  75a;  7  CFR  68.2(e)). 


received  will  be  made  available  for 
public  inspection  at  the  above  office 
during  regular  business  hours. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
James  L.  Driscoll,  Director,  Federal 
Grain  Inspection  Service, 

Standardization  Division,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Bldg.  #221, 
Richards-Gebaur  AFB,  Grandview, 
Missouri  64030,  Telephone  (816)  348- 
2861.  The  Draft  Impact  Analysis, 
describing  the  options  considered  in 
developing  this  proposed  rule  and  the 
impact  of  implementing  each  option,  is 
available  on  request  from  the  Director, 
Issuance  and  Coordination  Staff,  (202) 
447-3910. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This 
proposed  action  has  been  reviewed 
under  USDA  procedures  established  in 
Secretary’s  Memorandum  1955  to 
implement  Executive  Order  12044  and 
has  been  classified  “not  significant.” 

The  Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of 
1946,  as  amended  (7  U.S.C.  1621  et  seq.), 
provides  for  the  issuance  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  standards 
with  respect  to  quality,  condition, 
quantity,  grade,  and  packaging  of 
agricultural  commodities.  It  further 
grants  authority  for  the  inspection  of 
commodities  upon  request  from 
interested  parties  and  the  collection  of  a 
fee  to  cover  the  cost  of  service. 

Pursuant  to  sections  203  and  205  of  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946  (7 
U.S.C.  1622  and  1624),  notice  is  hereby 
given  in  accordance  with  the 
administrative  procedure  provisions  of 
Section  553  of  Title  5,  United  States 
Code,  that  the  U.S  Department  of 
Agriculture  proposes  revisions  to  the 
United  States  Standards  for  Beans. 

The  Department,  in  the  interest  of 
clarity  and  to  promote  a  better 
understanding  of  the  standards 
promulgated  under  the  Act,  proposes  to 
revise  the  format  of  the  grade  tables  in 
the  United  States  Standards  for  Beans  (7 
CFR  §  68.101  et  seq.). 

The  present  format  of  the  United 
States  Standards  for  Beans  has  caused 
some  difficulty  in  correctly  applying  the 
standards.  Presently,  many  grade 
determining  factors  are  cited  in 
footnotes,  special  grade  tolerances  are 
not  contained  in  a  tabular  form  where 
they  could  be  easily  applied,  and  special 
grade  requirements  are  separated  from 
other  grade  requirements. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  tables  presently 
shown  in  §  68.133  through  §  68.138  be 
revised  and  that  the  number  of  grade 
tables  be  expanded  from  the  present 
four  tables  to  eight  tables  covering 
§  68.133  to  §  68.140.  Further,  the  present 
sections  68.137  and  68.138  have  been 
rewritten  to  incorporate  into  the 


appropriate  proposed  tables  some  of  the 
information  which  currently  appears  in 
the  text  of  the  two  sections.  In  addition, 
it  is  proposed  that  in  section  68.137,  the 
designation  for  the  grade  U.S. 
Substandard  be  amended  to  delete  the 
requirement  that  the  percentages  for 
splits,  damaged  beans,  contrasting 
classes,  and  foreign  material  be  shown 
on  the  grade  line.  This  factor 
information  appears  elsewhere  on  the 
certificate  if  an  official  determination  is 
made  during  the  course  of  inspection. 
The  present  §  68.137,  Grade 
Designations,  as  revised,  would  be 
redesignated  as  §  68.141;  and  the 
present  §  68.138,  Special  grades,  special 
grade  requirements,  and  special  grade 
designations,  as  revised,  would  be 
redesignated  as  §  68.142,  Special  Grade 
Designations. 

Accordingly,  it  is  proposed  that 
§68.133  through  §  68.142  of  the  United 
States  Standards  for  Beans  read  as 
follows: 

Subpart  B— United  States  Standards 
for  Beans  > 

***** 

BILLING  CODE  3410-02-M 


*  Compliance  with  the  provisions  of  these 
standards  does  not  excuse  failure  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and 
Cosmetic  Act,  or  other  Federal  Laws. 
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§  68. 1 4 1  Grade  designations. 

The  grade  designation  for  all  classes 
of  beans  shall  include  in  the  following 
order:  (1)  the  letters  “U.S.”;  (2)  the  name 
or  number  of  the  grade  or  the  name  of 
any  applicable  special  grade  designation 
as  appears  in  section  68.142  (a)-(d);  (3) 
the  class,  and  in  the  case  of  Mixed 
beans,  the  name  and  percentage  of  each 
class  in  the  mixture;  and  (4)  the  special 
grade  designations  for  “high  moisture” 
or  “off-color”  if  applicable  as  appears  in 
section  68.142  (e]  and  (f).  In  addition,  the 
designation  for  the  grade  “U.S. 
Substandard”  shall  include  the 
percentage  of  sound  beans.  Mixed  beans 
shall  be  graded  according  to  the  grade 
requirements  of  the  class  of  beans 
which  predominates  in  the  mixture.  The 
factors  of  contrasting  classes,  classes 
that  blend  and  sieve  size  requirements 
in  Large  Limas  shall  be  disregarded  in 
Mixed  beans. 

§  68.142  Special  grade  designations. 

(a)  Choice  handpicked.  The  special 
grade  designation  “Choice  handpicked” 
shall  be  applicable  to  all  classes  of 
beans,  except  Blackeye,  Large  Lima, 
Baby  Lima,  Miscellaneous  Lima,  and 
Mixed  beans.  The  “Choice  handpicked” 
designation  shall  include  in  the 
following  order:  (1)  the  letters  “U.S.”;  (2) 
the  words  “Choice  handpicked”:  and  (3) 
the  class. 

(b)  Prime  handpicked.  The  special 
grade  designation  “Prime  handpicked” 
is  applicable  only  to  the  class  “Pea 
beans”.  The  “Prime  handpicked” 
designation  shall  include  in  the 
following  order:  (1)  the  letters  “U.S.”;  (2) 
the  words  “Prime  handpicked”:  and  (3) 
“Pea  beans.” 

(c)  Handpicked.  The  special  grade 
designation  “Handpicked”  is  applicable 
to  all  classes  of  beans,  except  Pea, 
Blackeye,  Large  Lima,  Baby  Lima, 
Miscellaneous  Lima,  and  Mixed  beans. 
The  “Handpicked”  designation  shall 
include  in  the  following  order:  (1)  the 
letters  “U.S.”:  (2)  the  numerical  grade; 

(3)  the  word  “Handpicked”;  and  (4)  the 
class. 

(d)  Extra  No.  1.  The  special  grade 
designation  “Extra  No.  1”  is  applicable 
to  the  classes  Large  Lima,  Baby  Lima 
and  Miscellaneous  Lima  beans.  The 
“Extra  No.  1”  designation  shall  include 
in  the  following  order:  (1)  the  letters 
“U.S.”:  (2)  the  words  “Extra  No.  1”;  and 
(3)  the  class. 

(e)  High  moisture.  The  special  grade 
designation  “High  moisture”  is 
applicable  to  all  classes  of  beans 
containing  over  18.0  percent  moisture. 
The  “High  moisture”  designation  shall 
follow  the  class  name  with  the  words 


“High  moisture”  and  the  percentage  of 
moisture. 

(f)  Off-color.  The  special  grade 
designation  “Off-color”  shall  be 
applicable  to  all  classes  of  beans  that 
upon  the  removal  of  total  defects,  are 
distinctly  off-color  due  to  age  or  any 
other  natural  cause  but  are  not 
materially  weathered.  The  “Off-color” 
designation  shall  follow  the  name  of  the 
class  with  the  words  "Off-color.”  The 
special  grades  “Choice  Handpicked,” 
“Prime  Handpicked,”  “Handpicked”  and 
“Extra  No.  1”  and  the  grade  U.S.  No.  1  in 
the  class  Pea  beans  shall  not  be  applied 
if  the  beans  are  determined  to  be  off¬ 
color. 

(Secs.  203,  205,  60  Stat  1087, 1090  as  amended; 
7  U.S.C.  1622, 1624) 

Done  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on;  October  22, 
1980. 

D.  R.  Galliart, 

Acting  Administrator. 
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